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THR WOODFORD COUNTY COURT HOUSE — 

AN] ABRANAM LINCOLN SHRINE 
Address of Dre Gede Ae Zeller at the reededication of D 
the historic edifice on June 28th, 1932. 


Mfteen years ego at 2 meeting of the Old Settlers of 
Scodfor’ County I heard the Honorable, Josenh ". Fifer, exegovernor of 
Illincis, oldest surviver of all the illustrious men who served as 


ehie? exeentive of any of the fortyeeicht states of the Union deliver 

en impromptu address in which he pointed to a dilapidated ola building 7 
eeross the street ond said that he hoped to see the dey when the state ; 
would take it over end preserve it for posterity not only «s a pioneer ; 
temple of justice but to perpetuate the memory of the illustrious men who 


presided at the bench or practiced et the bar. 

fe had in mind » cirenit riding ettorney from Springfield who 
attended selmost every session of the court snd who even then gave promise 
of the qualities that eventually led hin to the White House. He hed in 
mind 2 cireuit judge who later became « justice of the suprene court of 
the United “tates snd later a United “tates senstor and by virtne of his 
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position as ieee —oeer of the senate, ecting vice president of the 
Mmited wiearamin N He hed in mind the youne district attorney, master in | 
chancery of “oodford County who moved me Bloomington, site k pa gress end 
later, served four years os vice president of the United States, 

Ana s brilliant amostic who ceme out regolarly from Peoria 
end delivered those firey discourses which later made him the foremost 
orator ond thinker of the Natione Par ahead of the thbology of his day he 
was misunderstood but last month his earthly remains were re-interred in 


Arlington where sleep the brave, Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. 


ole 


Govermor Tifer harily oxpected, at hic atvancet are to witness 
@ reolisation of his viefon but today we stand tn the shadow of the 
rehebiiiteted structure emi Governor Fifer, who is older by tvo yerre then 
the buflding itecif ie atill hale sn? hearty and reprete thet, owing to a 
Slight injury, he ie unable to be with us on this ceeosions 

| The enthoritien of “oodfera County comilie’ vith his 
suggestion an4 promptly deeded the property to the etete ond the atate, 
just cegimming to reacommice the imvortance cf preservine {te hfeterte lente 
merke cecepte? It in the spirit in which it on9 tendered on? through the 
reotor:tion of ite exterior linens ant the ne-arrancenent of ite interior 
es the court room of elghty yearn aro, we hove in oor motive county « 
priceless relic, in which history wae mate end in which the "oodford 
County Mistorien! Soctety through ite collection housed within tt fe 
preserving history. 
To Gevernor Mifer ond to the present governor on? his 


predecessor ant to “enntor Lante who fontered’ the cenee ve exten’ our 
sincere sppreciction of the generous eocropriations voted ani for plseing 


{t in chorge of o custodian. 

2 Governor Tmmerson*s Interest in this oeencion is more then 
transients. "ie granifather wae « fellow merber of the legislature along 
with Abraham Lincoln in the olf capitol in VYanielia om? his affeetion for 
the tell legislator from the “angsmon fe reflected in the coming of his 

- grendoon Lowin Lincoln Tmmernsons 
finee the orescure of affairs of ctate prevents the presence 
of the Governor, I texke 1t aon mynel?, <n one of hin subordinctes to 
| formally detente the buflding os a etete, ond we might truly eny, 
notional shrine. 
“ore it mnorely one of the 102 court houses of Tiline ie 
rt woke eomaand om reapeet bat ce one of the femeeon? clmost the only 
entestending an in the 4eys when Abrehem Lincolns* voice wos heard within 


VERE OMEN he a a ran 


te’ 
its chambers it possesses 2 sentimental value beyond thet of eny of the 
others. 4nd on a doy like this, not igoring the splendid galaxy that 
graced its beneh end bar our thoughts naturally revert to the greatest of 
them sll, he whe leerned to mow people through esceciating with them as 
jurors, es Witnesses end se fellow boarders at the taverns, woo gained 
from them an intimete knowledge ef their beliefs, their problems end 
their sspiretions and who, in the darkest hour of the neticns history was 
ebie to weld the mosses with a eohesive foree that preserved the Union | 
end sbolished himean slavery. 
Hie rise from obscurity to « seat along side the truly 

greet, his triumph over obstacles thet seemed unsurmountable, his 
eequisition of knowledge with practically no schooling which made it 
poccible for him te utter those elessics of literature embodied in the 
Gettysburg odd@ress end the second inaugural will ever be an incentive te 
the youth of the land. 

Mor egrendure hear with a disdaining smile 

The short and simple ennals of the poor.*® 

Governor Fifer did not step at the mere preservation of 
the historic building but went farther to urge that at some time a Be 
statue of Lineoln the cireuit rider be erected in front of §¢ and that 
ite e®ecution be entrusted to Lorado Toft, Americats foremost sculptor, 
whose youth was spent right here in Metamora while his feather was 
principel of your grate school. 

Recently I visited the birth pleee of Abraham Lincoln 
and sew in Nodgenaville hie bronzestatue opposite the court house and I . 
pictured - similar placing right here at home end I am sure thet I voice 
the sentiment of this gathering in asking our legislators to bring it 
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No tribute to Lineoln can be too costly. It will be repaid 
a thousand fold in the encouragement it offers our youth, in the interest 
£t will arouse in his marvelous cerecr and who knovs but thet out of it 
all may come a solution of the economic problems we cre ner focings 
Oh, thet we het a leader of his ecumen, of a heart with his forgiving 
spirit, = min? capable ef searching out cevses end epclying the proper 
remedy. Alrenfy his plane hes transcended the humem and his pleee is with 
the immertels. Me hae become a legand and ve feel his presence at gathere 
ines such os these. 
Veohel Lindeay the poet of the Sangemon felt it when, going 
home late at night, he saw » tree ontlined, « momentary shadow cost by a 
clout reroas the face of the moon or a bank of fog rising from the moist 
earth, end in them a avectral form wac outlined thet caused him te write 
thet matchless poen, Lineoln Falke at ‘ddnight 
In Springfield, illinois. 
“It is portentfous and @ thing of state 
Thet here at midmicht, in our little torn 
A mourning figure walks, end will not rest 
Near the o1d court house vacing up and down. 
Or by his homestead, or in sheadowet yords, 
Me lingers where his children used to play 
Or through the merket, on the wekl worn stones 
He stalks until the dewn stars burn eway. 
A bronzed, lenk mont Hie suit of aneient biack, 
A femous high top hat an? plein vorn shawl 
Make him the quaint great figure that =en love, 
The prafrie lawyer, mester of vs alle 
Me carmmot sle@r upon his hillside nor, 
He is among ust--ne in times before? 
And ve whe tess end life ewake for lone 
Breathe deep, end start, to see him pss the door. 
Hie head is bowed. "“e thinks off men and kinre, 
Yen when the sick world eries, hew can he sleen? 
Too many peesante fight, they mow not why 
Too many homesteats in bleck terror ween. 


The sina of all the werelords bern his hoorte 


He sees the aepein ) ane 8 sceourine ° 
Ne carries on his shawl-wrapped hou tea 
The bitterness, the folly oni the pain. 


He sennot ee until & spirit down 
Shall comes-<the shining nape of Purope free: 
The league of sober folk, the Yorker's Marth. 


Sringing leng peace to Cornland, Aip and Gea, 


tt breaks his heart that Kincs met murder still, 
That all his hours of travail here for men 


Seem yet in vaine And who will bring white peste — 


that he may sleep upon hie hill agein?® 
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